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WHAT IS
PUBLIC
CHARGE?

WHO IS AT RISK?

UNDERSTANDING
PUBLIC
CHARGE

For decades, USCIS has administered a "public charge" test for those seeking
admission or adjustment of status. The test considers various factors, including an individual's
age, health, income, family size, education and skills to identify people who are likely to become
dependent on government benefits as their main source of support. An individual who is likely
at any time to become a public charge can be denied admission to the U.S. or their application
for lawful permanent residency can be rejected.

The Census Bureau estimates that more than 40 million people may be impacted, which includes millions of tax paying immigrants and their U.S.
citizen children who are eligible for government programs, such as health care and food assistance.The policy change primarily seeks to affect
noncitizens who are applying for Legal Permanent Residency through family-based visa petitions.

WHAT CAN CHANGE?
USCIS would be able to consider whether individuals or any of their dependent family members have received or simply sought access to govern-
ment programs. Benefits that could be considered in a "public charge" would expand to include programs that target low income people or that
help participants meet basic needs. The following are programs that could now be considered:
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC); Non-Emergency Medicaid ; Children's Health Insurance Programs (CHIP); Subsidies provided through the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA/Obamacare); Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC); Housing Assistance (including Section 8 housing vouchers)

WHO IS AFFECTED?
Not all immigrants are subject to public charge, and some immigrants are exempted by law from the public charge rule. The following
categories are exempt: Refugees; Asylees; survivors of trafficking; domestic violence or other serious crimes (T or U visa applicants/holders); VAWA
self-petitioners; special immigrant juveniles; certain people paroled into the U.S. citizenship.

WHAT TO  E X P E C T

The White House has leaked various versions o f  the proposal
which would change the longstanding "public charge" policy. I f
finalized, the proposal would force immigrant families to choose
between keeping their families together or providing their families
of essential needs such as nutrition assistance, health care, among
other services. If and when the Administration publishes the rule,
advocacy organizations and community members have a chance
to speak out in opposition o f  its implementation before the
government finalizes the rule by submitting comments. After the
comments are submitted, it may take weeks if not months before
the final version is published.

WHAT CHIRLA IS  D O I N G  TO HELP

CHIRLA is preparing itself to respond immediately for if and when
the proposal is released. We are conducting informationals to
explain how the proposal could impact community members and
their families. We are also meeting with federal, state and local
legislators to educate legislators and to state our opposition to the
change.
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