
 

 
IndivisibleEB.org 

Senator Dianne Feinstein 
One Post Street, Suite 2450  
San Francisco, CA, 94104 

 
To: Senator Dianne Feinstein 
From: Indivisible East Bay 
Date: June 20, 2019 
Subject: Resisting the Trump Agenda 
 
Climate Change Requirements Included in Infrastructure Legislation - Prior to the current 
administration, Executive Orders and Presidential Memorandums were derived that addressed 
the need to include climate change in the planning of infrastructure projects[1,2].  President 
Trump has implemented Executive Orders that have revoked these prior documents[3,4]. 
Following suit, President Trump’s “Legislative Outline for Rebuilding Infrastructure in America” 
does not address climate change[5].  By default, federally funded infrastructure projects are now 
exempt from including requirements for the future impacts of climate change in the planning for 
these projects. Designing infrastructure without including requirements for climate change 
places lives and property at risk and wastes resources by decreasing the products’ life 
expectancy and increasing maintenance costs. For example, the composition of asphalt roads 
and the design of bridges are dependent upon the temperature range they will be used at[6,7]. 
A 2017 E.P.A. report warned that by 2050, an estimated 4,600 inland bridges across the 
contiguous U.S. are projected to become vulnerable each year from the effects of a warming 
climate[8].  Permafrost is already melting - impacting building foundations and roadways[9,10]. 
Flood plains are being impacted with more frequent and intense storms affecting communities, 
industrial areas, and agriculture.  It is critical to include good science during the planning for 
infrastructure projects . The 2018 Fourth National Climate Assessment thoroughly discusses the 1

need for climate change to be addressed in infrastructure planning and operations and we 
recommend that requirements derived from the National Climate Assessment be included in 
documenting future infrastructure legislation[11]. 
Question: Is the senator working to include climate change in legislation that addresses 
Infrastructure projects? 
 
Iran and the Middle East - We were glad to see that the senator met with Foreign Minister Zarif 
last month[12]. It’s important to maintain lines of communication during these tense times, 
brought on by our own government’s effort to destabilize an already unstable region by reneging 
on international agreements like the JCPOA.  
Question: 
- How does the senator view Congress’ Article I authority to authorize and appropriate funds for 
war in the context of a POTUS who has unilaterally withdrawn the US from not just international 

1 Note: Projects developed by the Army Corps of Engineers may be exempt from Executive Order 13783 
and Executive Order 13807 (personal communication with Army Corps of Engineers San Francisco Bay 
area office). 
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agreements like JCPOA and the Arms Trade Treaty[13] but also Senate ratified treaties like 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty? 
 
AUMF Repeal and the House FY 2020 Defense Appropriations bill - As the Global War on 
Terror drags on in its 18th year, in addition to the staggering costs in blood (between 
480,000-507,000 killed[14]) and treasure (nearly $6 trillion by one account[15]), there have 
been Kafkaesque unintended consequences like the Al-Alwi v. Trump case. Justice Breyer’s 
dissent[16] to the SCOTUS cert denial brings attention to the possibility of the entire population 
of GITMO remaining in detention, possibly for the rest of their lives, without ever getting a trial. 
The precedent from Hamdi v. Rumsfeld allows the Dept. of Defense to detain and deny due 
process for the “duration of the conflict”; the result is perpetual detention without trial[17] unless 
Congress acts to make the “duration of the conflict” finite. This perversion of our laws can only 
be remediated by Congress carrying out its Constitutional duty to repeal the blank check for 
endless war. 
Questions: 
- Does the senator support the language of the AUMF repeal (which includes an 8-month sunset 
provision) in the recently passed House Defense Appropriations bill? 
- Will the senator advocate for it with other members of the Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee? 
- Does the senator agree with the House bill’s rescission of DoD authority to transfer/reprogram 
funds towards the hideous and ineffective border wall? 
- Will the senator carry forward the work of House Appropriators who blocked the submarine 
deployment of the W76-2 low-yield nuclear “more usable” warhead[18]?  
- Will the senator work with Sen. Reed (RI) to ensure that both the Senate Defense 
Appropriations bill and the NDAA will not weaken the House bills’ limitations on American 
nuclear programs that the administration has been working to expand?  
 
ICE and CBP Detention Facilities: We share Sen. Feinstein’s serious concerns about 
conditions in these facilities and these agencies’ apparent defiance of Congressional oversight 
and their own rules. Less than a mile away, less than two days ago, a lawyer for Dept. of Justice 
argued in front of a 9th Circuit Court of Appeals panel for the authority to detain children in 
unsanitary conditions, on cold bare concrete floors, and in cages[19]. They argued that it was 
necessary for CBP to have the authority to deny children sleep as well as access to basic 
hygiene; we urge that the senator watch the argument before the panel[20].  
Questions: 
-What is she doing to protect migrant families right now? 
-We thank her for her legislation to protect families, but even if it passes in the future, what is 
she doing to ensure that it will be enforced even by an administration that disagrees with it? 
-Has her thinking on the role and future of ICE as an agency changed over the last year? 
-Will the senator commit to voting against any funding bill that leaves out explicit requirements 
for HHS (or any agency with jurisdiction over immigrant youth) to adhere to the Flores 
Agreement/Consent Decree? 
 
Border Supplemental Appropriations Bill: We are glad that the senator’s provision to 
compensate groups and communities that have been helping care for migrants made it into this 
bill. And we do believe that the money for DHS and HHS is clearly intended to improve 
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conditions for detainees, not increase their ability to lock up and separate families. But we are 
worried that won’t matter to this administration. We understand that money is needed to care for 
immigrants, but we are very worried agencies will take this money and use it to make our 
Southern border even worse. 
 
American Dream and Promise Act: We agree with Sen. Feinstein that “the Senate needs to 
follow the House’s lead and pass these important protections for immigrant families who have 
been living and working in the United States for decades. After fleeing wars and natural 
disasters, these families have established deep roots in our communities and earned the right to 
remain together here in the United States.” And we ask her to move to proceed to the bill on the 
Senate floor. 
 
Election Security: The Mueller Report and Mueller’s press conference on May 27th have 
raised this issue to be front and center. While Republicans have raised some meaningful 
objections to specific proposals, Senator McConnell's outright refusal to even consider efforts to 
prevent election interference are unacceptable. States rights matter, but this is no longer merely 
a state concern. Election security is now a matter of national security. Refusing to even fund it is 
tantamount to not defending the country against a foreign attack. At a minimum, the Senate 
should include the $600 million in election security in the House version of the Financial 
Services Appropriations bill[21]. We would like the senator to use her unique position on both 
Intelligence and Appropriations to persuade her reluctant colleagues of the seriousness of this 
problem. 
Questions: 
- What objections are there to election security funding that have merit, in the senator's view, if 
any? 
- What arguments might persuade senators that election security should be viewed as national 
security? 
 
Gun Safety/Any Good and Popular Legislation Passed in the U.S. House: We want Sen. 
Feinstein to force the Senate to vote on the excellent legislation that has passed in the House. It 
will help us win the Senate in 2020 both by forcing Republicans to cast unpopular votes and by 
taking steps to make the Senate a functioning legislative body that Democrats actually want to 
get elected to (instead of just running for president). And at the very least it will take up time that 
would otherwise be spent confirming bigoted and unfit judges. 
 
Judicial Nominations: We have been extremely disappointed to see Sen. Feinstein voting to 
confirm unfit judges. We don’t see any justification for her repeatedly voting to confirm nominees 
who could not even answer basic questions such as whether or not Brown v. Kansas Board of 
Education was correctly decided. We thank her for her strong opposition to Matthew Kacsmaryk 
who is even worse, and for voting no on Greg Guidry and Allen Winsor. But we think she should 
also vote no on nominees like James Cain who refused to say whether Brown v. Kansas Board 
of Education was correctly decided. We were disappointed to see her vote in committee for Ada 
Brown, Steven Grimberg, David Novak, and Matthew Solomson who also refused to say 
whether Brown v. Kansas Board of Education was correctly decided. We want her to reconsider 
and vote NO on the floor. 
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American Family Act of 2019: We are disappointed that Sen. Feinstein still hasn’t joined 38 of 
her colleagues in cosponsoring this legislation to help families with children. According to 
Columbia University’s Center on Poverty and Social Policy[22], “Poverty among children would 
fall from 14.8 percent to 9.5 percent, meaning 4 million kids would escape poverty. Deep 
poverty — the share of kids living on half the poverty line or less — would fall almost by half, 
from 4.6 percent to 2.4 percent.” And the bill also helps many more families make ends meet so 
that they can get ahead instead of struggling with the high costs of raising a family. 
Questions: 
- Does she have concerns about the bill that are holding her back from co-sponsoring? 
- What does she think the federal government should do to reduce our country’s shameful rate 
of child poverty? 
 
Investigations and Oversight: We want Sen. Feinstein as a member of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, to obtain information necessary to perform oversight regarding the 
counterintelligence investigation, begun in 2016, that ultimately led to the Mueller investigation. 
We are also very concerned about the Trump administration’s pattern of resisting oversight by 
refusing to testify or turn over documents. We think it is very important for Congress to have 
access to the information it needs to act as a check on the executive branch and ask Sen. 
Feinstein to continue doing everything she can to hold them accountable. Though we have 
multiple major policy disagreements with the senator’s colleague, Senator Grassley, we 
commend him for following up on and disclosing efforts by CIA to monitor communications 
between whistleblowers and members of Congress[23]. We ask her to prioritize additional 
protections for government whistleblowers.  Whistleblowers who are brave enough to come to 
testify before Congress, especially members of the Intelligence Community, now need even 
more protection from a vindictive Commander in Chief[24] and a pliant Attorney General who 
has shown a penchant for wild conspiracy theories and is actively pursuing those on Trump’s 
“enemies list”[25] (such as his promise to investigate Hillary Clinton).  
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