
 

Senator Dianne Feinstein 
One Post Street, Suite 2450  
San Francisco, CA, 94104 

 
 
To: Senator Dianne Feinstein 
From: Indivisible East Bay 
Date: September 5, 2017 
Subject: Resisting the Trump Agenda 
 
Town Halls: Senator Feinstein did not keep her promise to hold a town hall this summer. The Commonwealth 
Club event does not fulfil the commitment she made to us. We request that she rectify that during her September 
state work period. 
 
Immigration: We see protecting the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program as likely our next big 
fight on the level of the fight to protect the ACA. And we hope and expect Sen. Feinstein is also ready to fight 
equally hard for this important program. 
Questions: 
-What is she doing to push for a hearing for the DREAM Act in the Judiciary Committee? 
-If a normal hearing isn’t imminent, what about a field hearing? Sen. Flake has demonstrated that they are at least 
effective in bringing attention to an issue. 
-What is the senator’s plan if the administration to tries to leverage some wall funding out of this threat?  
-What does she see as the eventual path to citizenship for the Dreamers? 
-Would she support a Senate version of the American Hope Act? 
-Could something be added to the bill to keep Dreamers from having their status unjustifiably revoked? 
 
Police Militarization: At the senator's not a town hall we asked about preventing law enforcement from 
purchasing military equipment unsuitable to their role in keeping communities safe. Because Trump —with the 
support of a dishonest Jeff Sessions  (who could really use some oversight)—has reversed an Obama Executive 1

order (13688) putting limits on local law enforcement agencies’ ability to purchase such equipment, we want Sen. 
Feinstein to act to keep our country's police from moving backwards to a situation where surplus weapons from the 
Afghanistan and Iraq Wars--such as grenade launchers, sniper rifles, armored transports--made their way into 
communities around the country like Ferguson, MO, to quash peaceful protests against an already crippling burden 
of racial profiling and unequal policing. 
 
When asked on August 29th about amending the FY 2018 NDAA to prevent a reversion to that Ferguson era of 
police militarization, Sen. Feinstein concurred  with the need to remove weapons of war from our communities.  2

Question: Will the senator offer an amendment to the FY 2018 NDAA to ban the (illegal and unconstitutional ) 3

transfer and sale of weapons of war such as Bearcat sonic weapons , grenade launchers, tanks, and sniper rifles 4

to civilian law enforcement agencies? 

1 
https://www.propublica.org/article/how-jeff-sessions-misrepresented-the-trump-administrations-expansion
-of-military-supplies-for-police 
 
2  https://youtu.be/Bq5sQA1t7DU?t=34m58s Sen. Feinstein at the Commonwealth Club, August 29, 2017 
3  http://jlep.net/home/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/gme_12-1.pdf, page 107  
4  http://www.gwlr.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/84-Geo.-Was.-L.-Rev.-812.pdf 
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Budget: The FY 2018 Budget from the White House effectively defunds EPA, cuts drastically back on FEMA and 
HUD, while drastically increasing budgets for DoD, and ICE/CBP (for expanded deportation force). As we saw with 
Hurricane Harvey, the GOP House and White House funding priorities are wildly out of step with what would 
actually make America great. The crippled EPA did not adequately respond to Houston’s 41 superfund sites and 
FEMA and HUD will need substantial funding increases over the next decade to help Houston recover from the 
devastation.  
Questions: 
-Will the senator work to restore EPA’s funding in the Interior and Environment appropriations subcommittee?  
-Will the senator amend the Transportation and HUD appropriations bill to increase funding beyond the emergency 
spending package? 
-Any hope of restoring and increasing FEMA funding in DHS appropriations light of Harvey and possibly Irma? 
-Will the Senate try to add a debt ceiling raise to the emergency Harvey Relief bill? 
 
Grabbing Science by Peer Review: 
A recent report  indicates that a political appointee has been reviewing, holding, and denying research grant 5

proposals and awards at the EPA. A political operative with no scientific background but tasked with looking for 
phrases such “climate change” is now reviewing and denying *awarded* grants based on an awardee’s willingness 
to further the Administration's political agenda of climate change denial. This even surpasses the climate change 
denialism exhibited by the GW Bush Administration. Back in July, when House GOP offered an amendment to 
NDAA to prevent treating climate change as a threat to the US military preparedness, the House Climate Caucus 
was able to rally its bipartisan members to successfully remove  the amendment. The appropriations bill for EPA 6

has not yet been been voted on and the senator sits on the Interior and Environment Appropriations 
Subcommittee.  
Questions: 
-Will the senator commit to amending the appropriations bill for EPA to forbid secondary political compliance 
review of research grant awards? 
-Can she offer an amendment to the FY 2018 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education funding bill to forbid 
secondary political compliance review of research grant awards for NIH? 
-Can she offer an amendment to the FY 2018 Energy and Water funding bill to forbid secondary political 
compliance review of research grant awards for the Department of Energy? 
-Can she offer an amendment to the FY 2018 CJS funding bill to forbid secondary political compliance review of 
research grant awards for the Department of Commerce/NOAA and NASA? 
-Can she offer an amendment to the FY 2018 Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration 
appropriations bill to forbid secondary political compliance review of research grant awards for the Agriculture 
Department? 
 
Justice Department Oversight:  
There are plenty of reasons to bring Attorney General  Sessions in for an oversight hearing. But one area where it 
would be nice to see some participation from Congress is in the Justice Department’s  civil rights investigation into 
the Charlottesville attack. Sessions said "We will not allow these extremist groups to obtain credibility," but so far 
the investigation seems to have (appropriately) focused on the terrorist himself and whether any help or planning 

5 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/epa-now-requires-political-aides-sign-off-for-agency-awards-gra
nt-applications/2017/09/04/2fd707a0-88fd-11e7-a94f-3139abce39f5_story.html 
6  https://thinkprogress.org/house-defeats-anti-climate-action-amendment-e7a95cc0249c/ 
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went into the attack. We think it’s important that the investigation also address the “extremist groups” that may 
have contributed to that man’s radicalization. And we are not confident that an attorney general with such a terrible 
civil rights record—and jokes about liking the KKK—will do an adequate job without oversight from Congress. We 
appreciate the oversight work she is doing to hold the Department of Homeland Security accountable and want her 
to do the same, and more, for the Justice Department where her oversight is direct.  
Questions: 
-Will Sen. Feinstein push to bring Attorney General Sessions in for an oversight hearing to address civil rights 
investigations? 
-Can Sen. Feinstein amend the CJS appropriations bill to restore funding so that DOJ resumes  tracking of 7

homegrown white supremacist terrorism in addition to others? 
 
Defense Appropriations and Constitutional Role of Congress: Will Sen. Feinstein reassert Congress's 
Constitutionally mandated role of authorizing and regulating the military—and stand up for Congress’ democratic 
process—by amending the defense appropriations bill to repeal the 2001 Authorization for Use of Military Force? 
 
Environment: We saw Sen. Feinstein’s statement on California’s Desert Protection Act’s (AB 1000) failure to 
move forward and we’ve been asking around trying to find out what happened. On Friday, Laura Friedman’s office 
told us they are still trying to get it through the Appropriations committee. 
Question: What happened with this bill? 
 
Torture: President Trump’s August 21 remarks about his Afghanistan “strategy” have us very worried. On top of 
the intention to send more troops and wage endless war, his comments about the “necessary tools and rules of 
engagement to make this strategy work” sound like they could mean anything from increased civilian casualties to 
a return of torture. 
Questions: 
-Is the senator concerned that this talk of “necessary tools and rules of engagement” will open the door to even 
more needless civilian deaths in Afghanistan, possibly leading to more blowback and consequently more terrorist 
attacks on the homeland (not to mention charges of war crimes)? 
-Does the president’s language motivate discussion of additional whistleblower protections (such as expansion of 
the Whistleblower Protection Act to include protection for members of intelligence community) in the event that 
civilian or military IC members come across violations of detainee treatment in the coming months and years? 
 
Federal Bench: We appreciate everything Sen. Feinstein has done to defend the Senate’s duty to advise and 
consent on judicial nominations—speaking out about preserving the blue slip process, American Bar Association 
review, and standing  against Republican efforts to rush through this important process. 
Questions: 
-Will she protest the decision to squeeze an inappropriate number of nominee into tomorrow’s Judiciary Committee 
hearing? 
-What has happened since the field hearing on the 9th circuit? 
 
Health Care: After the fixes to improve the ACA, such as Sen. Feinstein’s bill to tie subsidies to incomes for more 
of the middle class, what is Sen. Feinstein’s vision for the next step toward universal healthcare in this country? 
 

7 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-extremists-program-exclusiv/exclusive-trump-to-focus-count
er-extremism-program-solely-on-islam-sources-idUSKBN15G5VO 
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Presidential Pardon: We know the senator’s Judiciary staff has been looking into the limits (if any) on the 
president’s power to pardon himself or his family. Have they seen anything to support the challenge that his pardon 
of Joe Arpaio, is unconstitutional because it violates the Fifth Amendment’s Due Process Clause? 
(www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/right-turn/wp/2017/08/30/legal-challenge-to-arpaio-pardon-begins/) 
 
Trade: At the not a town hall, Sen. Feinstein said that she wants to see NAFTA renegotiated because it’s a bad 
deal for California. What specifically does she mean by that and what changes would she like to see in a 
renegotiated trade deal? 
 

 


