
 

Senator   Kamala   Harris  
50   United   Nations   Plaza,   Room   5584  
San   Francisco,   CA   94102  

 
To:    Senator   Kamala   Harris  
From:    Indivisible   East   Bay  
Date:    October   1,   2017  
Subject:    Resisting   the   Trump   Agenda  
 
Health   Care:    We   thank   Sen.   Harris   for   her   work   to   save   the   ACA   and   for   cosponsoring   the   Medicare   for   All   Act   of  
2017.   We   want   her   to   continue   to   lead   the   way   as   Democrats   embrace,   and   figure   out   how   to   fund   and   implement,  
progressive   and   inclusive   health   care   policy.  
Questions:  
-Does   Sen.   Harris   think   that   the   fact   that   there   aren’t   health   care   instructions   in   the   released   draft   of   the   budget  
resolution   means   that   Republicans   have   given   up   on   trying   to   pass   ACA   repeal   with   51   votes   for   the   time   being?  
Or   will   there   be   a   push   to   add   that   in   before   it   passes?  
-What   are   the   senator’s   next   steps   as   she   continues   the   push   for   a   single   payer   system?  
-How   can   we   help?  
 
DREAM   Act:    The   united   position   of   the   major   advocacy   organizations   is   that   DACA   recipients   don't   want   the  
DREAM   Act   passed   at   the   expense   of   hurting   the   rest   of   the   undocumented   population.   That   means   no   harmful  
immigration   enforcement   add   ons.   
 
And   we   stand   with   them.   Of   course   Democratic   leaders   should   meet   with   the   president   to   discuss   solutions.   That's  
their   job.   But   they   should   not   make   a   deal   with   him   that   trades   protection   for   the   DREAMers   for   policies   that   hurt  
their   parents   (including,   but   not   limited   to:   additional   ICE/DHS   deportation   forces   and   lowered   standards   for   said  
forces).  
Questions:  
-Has   Sen.   Harris   urged   Democrats   the   DREAM   Act   to   must-pass   legislation?   If   Congress   doesn’t   pass   the   DREAM  
Act   by   the   end   of   the   month,   we   want   Sen.   Harris   to   hold   Sen.   Schumer   to   his   promise   “to   attach   it   to   other   items  
this   Fall   until   it   passes."  
(https://www.cbsnews.com/news/chuck-schumer-says-dems-will-try-to-tack-dream-act-onto-must-pass-legislation/)  
-Will   Sen.   Harris   commit   to   only   pass   a   clean   DREAM   Act,   without   add-ons   that   hurt   immigrant   communities?  
-Leader   Pelosi   says   that   despite   reports   of   deals   with   the   White   House,   she   supports   a   clean   DREAM   Act.   Has  
Sen.   Harris   asked   Sen.   Schumer   to   recommit   to   the   same?  
-Could   something   be   added   to   the   bill   to   keep   Dreamers   from   having   their   status   unjustifiably   revoked?  
 
LGBTQ   Rights:    We   want   Sen.   Harris   to   co-sponsor   S.1303   -   Every   Child   Deserves   a   Family   Act:   A   bill   to   prohibit  
discrimination   in   adoption   or   foster   care   placements   based   on   the   sexual   orientation,   gender   identity,   or   marital  
status   of   any   prospective   adoptive   or   foster   parent,   or   the   sexual   orientation   or   gender   identity   of   the   child   involved.  
 
Reproductive   Rights:    We   know   Sen.   Harris   has   expressed   support   in   the   past   for   moderate   Democrats   in   purple  
districts.   What   is   her   position   on   the   DCCC’s   recent   announcement   that   they   are   willing   to   fund   candidates   who   do  
not   support   abortion   rights?   And   on   the   absence   of   any   mention   of   abortion   rights   in   “A   Better   Deal”?   Does   she  
believe   that   the   Democratic   Party   is   adequately   addressing   women’s   health   generally,   and   reproductive   rights  
specifically?  



 

Budget   Resolution:    In   SEC.   4111   of   the   Senate   Budget   Resolution   for   FY   2018   we   see   instructions   to   repeal  1

requirements   for   CBO   score   28   hours   ahead   of   a   vote   on   legislation:  2

   
We   are   very   concerned   that   this   attempt   to   repeal   CBO   score   requirement   not   only   violates   the   budget   laws   going  
back   to   1974   that   established   the   CBO   but   that   it   will   pave   the   way   for   dangerous   legislation   without   regard   for  
costs   or   impacts.   Imagine   ACA   repeal   if   there   was   no   requirement   for   CBO   score.    The   GOP   wants   to   be   able   to  
pass   their   disastrous   tax   bill   without   waiting   for   cost   estimates.   This   is   incredibly   dangerous.   
Question:    Will   the   senator   pledge   to   work   to   strike   this   dangerous   instruction   in   the   Budget   Resolution   for   FY  
2018?  
 
Defense   Spending:     The   SHIPS   Act:   S.1414   mandates   that   US   will   not   have   fewer   than   355   battle   force   ships.  
There   are   currently   276   battle   force   ships   according   to   the   US   Navy   and   prior   to   it   be   taken   up   by   both   House   and  3

Senate   Armed   Services   Committees,   the   only   mention   of   this   350+   ship   requirement   was   Trump’s   own  
pronouncement   about   it.   4

Questions:  
-Why   is   the   senator   a   co-sponsor   for   a   bill   that   supports   an   explicit   Trump   military   request   and   seems   to   exist   only  
to   reward   military   contractors   and   that   no   military   expert   supports?  
-Why   is   there   an   emphasis   on   355   being   the   optimal   number   of   battle   force   ships   when   we   already   spend   more   on  
the   military   than   next   8   countries   combined?  
-What   is   the   strategic   significance   (if   any)   of   increasing   our   force   fleet   by   almost   30%?  
-Why   did   the   senator   vote   for   the   FY   2018   NDAA   when   it   increases   military   spending   that   is   above   and   beyond  
even   what   the   White   House   requested   and   will   likely   break   the   defense   spending   caps?  
-What   are   Senate   Dems   on   the   Budget   Committee   doing   about   the   GOP   efforts   to   break   budget   law   (2011   BCA)   by  
voting    for    such   a   significant   increase   in   defense   spending?  
-How   can   progressive   policy   agenda   items   like   Medicare   for   All   be   funded   when   there   is   no   effort   to   constrain  
military   spending   on   endless   wars   (that   Congress   won’t   even   debate)?  
 
Homeland   Security   Oversight   and   Authorization:    DHS   has   not   been   reauthorized   since   it   was   established   15  
years   ago.   There’s   been   a   rash   of   ICE   arrests   at   courthouses.   So   many   in   fact   that   12   California   prosecutors   have  
written   a   letter   to   former   DHS   Secretary   Kelly   and   Attorney   General   Sessions   complaining   about   the   harm   to   public  
safety   this   represents.   The   House   has   passed   the   DHS   Authorization   bill   but   it   has   not   passed   the   Senate.   
Questions:   
-What   are   the   senator’s   main   priorities   in   the   new   DHS   authorization   bill?  
-Is   it   possible   to   add   language   to   Senate   DHS   Authorization   bill   to   disallow   ICE   arrests   at   public   facilities   such   as  
courthouses,   schools,   hospitals?  

1   https://www.budget.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FY2018.FINAL%20TEXT%20OF%20MARK.pdf  
2   https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/sconres11/BILLS-114sconres11enr.pdf  
 
3   http://www.navy.mil/navydata/nav_legacy.asp?id=146  
4   http://wtkr.com/2016/10/21/donald-trump-announces-plan-to-build-a-350-navy-ship-fleet/  
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-Will   the   senator   commit   to   adding   language   to   the   authorization   bill   to   punish   ICE   and   DHS   personnel   who   refuse  
to   abide   by   the   agency’s   own   rules   for   treatment   of   pregnant   and   medically   vulnerable   detainees ?  5 6

-When   will   the   text   of   the   Senate   version   be   available   since   the   House   version   was   passed   in   July ?  7

-Despite   internal   reports   from   the   IG   showing   ineffectiveness   of   the   practice,   DHS   has   a   proposed   rule   change   to  
collect   social   media   handles   for   all   immigrants   (including   naturalized   citizens).   Will   the   senator   commit   to  
prohibiting   this   costly,   ineffective   and   free-speech   squelching   initiative   in   the   the   reauthorization   bill   for   DHS?   
-Will   the   senator   co-sponsor   S.1816,   Freedom   from   Equifax   Exploitation   Act?   
-Will   the   senator   co-sponsor   S.1856,   Stop   Militarizing   Law   Enforcement   Act?  
 
SSCI,   Russian   interference   in   the   2016   election:    At   the   June   21   Senate   Intelligence   Committee   hearing   about  8

attacks   on   our   election   infrastructure   several   issues   were   brought   up   regarding   the   lack   of   process   around   election  
infrastructure   and   the   time   it   took   for   DHS   to   contact   the   state   level   election   officials   about   possible   intrusions.  
Questions:  
-What   reforms   related   to   cyber   security   intelligence   sharing   has   SSCI   enacted   since   the   hearing?   
-Have   de-classification   processes   for   cyber-security   threats   been   set   up   so   that   relevant   state   and   local   authorities  
can   better   defend   against   attacks   in   time   for   the   2018   election?  
-How   will   deficiencies   in   the   2016   election   response   be   addressed   in   the   2018   DHS   Authorization   bill?   
-What   additional   resources   and   processes   will   there   be   to   ensure   that   state   and   local   level   officials   have   timely  
access   to   relevant   intelligence   about   possible   attacks   on   election   infrastructure?  
 
Defense   Appropriations   and   Constitutional   Role   of   Congress:    Will   Sen.   Harris   reassert   Congress's  
Constitutionally   mandated   role   of   authorizing   and   regulating   the   military—and   stand   up   for   Congress’   democratic  
process—by   amending   the   defense   appropriations   bill   to   repeal   the   2001   Authorization   for   Use   of   Military   Force?  
 
North   Korea   and   Nuclear   first   strike:    Since   February   of   this   year,   the   President   and   North   Korea’s   Kim   Jong-un  
has   been   in   a   nuclear   weapons   game   of   chicken   and   it’s   obvious   to   everyone   in   the   world   that   it’s   our   own   POTUS  
that   is   contributing   the   most   to   global   instability   with   his   ill-considered   tweeting,   state   department   sabotage,   and  
general   disdain   for   our   international   treaty   obligations.   
Question:  
-Why   has   the   senator   not   yet   supported/co-sponsored   S.200 ,   Restricting   First   Use   of   Nuclear   Weapons   Act   of  9

2017?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
https://www.aclu.org/blog/immigrants-rights/immigrants-rights-and-detention/federal-government-detaining 
-pregnant  
6   http://www.aila.org/infonet/public-complaint-treatment-of-pregnant-women-ice  
7   https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2825  
8   https://www.c-span.org/video/?430128-1/senate-intel-panel-told-21-states-targeted-russia-2016-election  
9   https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/200/  
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Puerto   Rico:    Puerto   Rico   is   devastated   and   will   require   a   much   larger   scale   short   term   relief   and   a   comprehensive  
long   term   relief   package.   PR’s   current   debt   burden   is   unsustainable   and   recovery   efforts   will   be   hampered   by   the  
terms   of   its   current   debt   repayment   plan.   
Questions:  
-Will   the   Senator   commit   to   pushing   for   additional   hurricane   relief   funds   and   and   waiver   of   Jones   Act   for   Puerto  
Rico?   
-Will   the   Senator   demand   the   following   for   Puerto   Rico’s   long   term   relief:  

● Un-block-granting   of   Medicaid   funding   for   Puerto   Rico  
● Debt   forgiveness   for   their   public   utility   company,   PREPA  
● Restructuring   bond   debt  

  
Town   Halls:    Thanks   for   a   great   Oakland   town   hall!  
Questions:  
-When   is   the   next   one?  
-Will   she   commit   to   do   one   on   the   weekend   so   that   more   working   people   can   come?  
 
Cluster   Munitions:    All   types   of   cluster   munitions   are   internationally   banned   by   the   United   Nations’   Convention   on  
Cluster   Munitions   given   the   disproportionate   collateral   and   lethal   harm   it   causes   to   non-combatant   civilians  
(Convention   on   Cluster   Munitions,   2008,   Preamble).   
 
Question:    Will   Sen.   Harris   commit   to   ensuring   that   cluster   munitions   will   continue   to   be   phased   out   of   use   via  
defense   appropriations?  
 
 
Thank   You,  
Indivisible   East   Bay  
amelia@indivisibleEB.org    and    linh@indivisibleEB.org  
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